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Tales around the campfire…. 

So what is it about a fire that inspires us to retreat into that 
inner place, reliving childhood memories, times with our 
children, family and friends on summer holidays or 
camping trips,… crackling, joyous, Christmas fires or the 
first fires of fall…the smell of pungent wood smoke on 
frosty air and the joy of sitting close to warm frozen toes 
and fingers. Cuddling up in front of the fire with someone 
you love or snuggled under a blanket by the fire at the end 
of a weary day.Those are often times of great 
conversations and shared stories, or simply times to just 
“be” and let the warmth and the dancing flames sooth 
away our worries and concerns. 

My days off this week were mostly spent outside - doing all 
those chores to ready my yard to welcome summer. I have 
two outside fire “places” in my yard - a large one by my 
outside table on a patio below my deck…and a small one 
by the pond, on a lower patio tucked away in private by 
the side of my deck and under the shade of an apple tree. 
It is the latter one that I tend to use the most. Maybe its 
because its by the pond and maybe its because that’s 
where the swinging chaise lounge is!  
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As I was cleaning up my yard my mind wandered to times 
in my life when sitting around a fire brought comfort, joy, 
peace, fellowship and laughter…it was where so many 
memories were made and shared…it was also where 
tears were shed and a hurting soul found peace. I am also 
blessed with a wood burning fireplace in the living room 
and an electric fireplace in the family room in the 
basement, which is more a source of heat than a place to 
gather, dream and share stories…but none the less it too 
adds that special “magic” to the room.  

So what is this “magic”…why do we find sitting around a 
fire so comforting. And why has the mesmerizing dancing 
flames and crackling wood and the tantalizing smell of 
wood smoke in the air, created a gathering place since the 
dawn of time. 

When I was a child outdoor fires held a special “magic”. In 
the fall after the leaves had been raked into piles they 
were burned in outdoor, well supervised, fires - where we 
would roast hot dogs and marshmallows on sticks and 
drink piping hot chocolate from enamelled jugs in thick 
pottery cups. Stories were told and laugher filled the crisp 
fall air. In the summer it was gathering around the camp 
fires at summer camp…telling scary ghost stories or 
entertaining and being entertained with skits and silly 
camp songs. When I was older gathering around a fire 
held the special “magic” of romance - waiting for that first 
kiss or a hand to hold, a shoulder to lean on…as a young 
mother it was a soothing place for tired and excited 
children on Christmas Eve with the never ending question 
of how would Santa avoid great harm in wiggling down a 
sooty chimney into the smouldering embers below! That’s 
truly where the “magic” was stretched to the limit! 

Crackling fires provide a backdrop for entertaining friends 
and providing that fireside hospitality that is depicted in 
stories, plays, movies, books and countless other 
scenarios.  

And here is a little contribution from Wikipedia on some 
very famous fireside chats… 

The fireside chats were a series of evening radio 
addresses given by Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd 
President of the United States, between 1933 and 1944. 
Roosevelt spoke with familiarity to millions of Americans 
about recovery from the Great Depression, the 
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promulgation of the Emergency Banking Act in response 
to the banking crisis, the 1936 recession, New Deal 
initiatives, and the course of World War II. On radio, he 
was able to quell rumors, counter conservative-dominated 
newspapers and explain his policies directly to the 
American people. His tone and demeanor communicated 
self-assurance during times of despair and uncertainty. 
Roosevelt was regarded as an effective communicator on 
radio, and the fireside chats kept him in high public regard 
throughout his presidency. Their introduction was later 
described as a "revolutionary experiment with a nascent 
media platform.” 

I must confess I have used the backdrop of my fireplace 
for some of my online at home worship services. The Bible 
has numerous stories and events that happen near or 
around fire. Cleansing fire, destructive fire, gathering fire, 
useful fire etc.  Nearly every book, chapter, story has 
some mention of “fire” and not all in the comforting sense.  

John Chapter 3 verses 9 – 13 
As soon as the disciples had come to land, they saw a fire 
of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread.  Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.” 
Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of 
large fish…. and although there were so many, the net 
was not broken. Jesus said to them, “Come and eat 
breakfast.”    
Our Lord Jesus Christ once sat down with his disciples 
around a camp fire and spoke to them about the Kingdom 
of Heaven and their role to help with “feeding the sheep”. 

What if Jesus decided to join our campfire? Would we 
make space for him? Would we welcome him? Would we 
still feel comfortable telling “ghost” stories, silly stories and 
jokes - simply being ourselves on a lovely summer 
evening around a campfire. 

The summer camps I attended as a child had a “religious” 
component which I had almost forgotten about. On 
Sunday morning we went to “church” in a small clearing in 
the trees. Logs had been placed around for seating and 
there was a sort of altar of sorts roughly hewn from the 
stumps of several trees. A United Church minister from the 
city came out to preside at a simple worship service of 
word, song and message. He was a rather rotund, jolly 
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young man and he made worship “fun” - sometimes he 
also joined us for evening campfires and contributed 
greatly to the stories and tall tales. I was very glad it was 
he who presided at our worship and not the older, 
grumpier and very “up tight” Anglican priest of the parish I 
attended. I couldn’t see him laugh at any campfire joke 
and he would be appalled at the idea of ghost stories told 
and enjoyed!  

Back in 1984 Bruce Springsteen sung  “Can’t 
start a fire without a spark”.  A spark which 
lacks contact with wood will have no lasting 
effect.  I had the privilege of lighting the Easter 
fire this year - Father Michael tried to teach 
me the good old Boy Scout trick of lighting 

from flint - it wasn’t a very successful tutorial! 
As we lit the Pascal Candle and processed into the church 
with the new fire of Easter I was very aware of the 
relationship we were forging with Christ and what that fire 
signified - and also how fragile any relationship can be - 
even one with our Saviour. Any personal relationship in 
life, is a bit like a fire it needs attention and requires 
feeding to keep it alive.  Just like our relationship with 
Jesus. We need to keep stoking the fire with spiritual wood 
to ensure our faith and love does not grow cold.  In the last 
book of the bible the book of Revelation the church of the 
Laodiceans  was lovingly criticized for being neither hot 
nor cold in its relationship with Jesus Christ. Revelation 
chapter 3 verse 14 – 16 
To keep our friendship with God alive, we need to burn 
brightly and to burn with a heat that will never grow cold. 
Like a blazing fire, we need to keep doing those things 
which feed the close friendship and never let that fire go 
out.  Whether its reading the scriptures on a regular basis 
or finding time daily to pray and listen to God speak.  We, 
as Christians, know what is needed to keep our hearts 
warm for God .  To keep a place - a space - for Jesus to 
join us around the campfire.  

May the blessing of light be on you, 
light without and light within. 
May the blessed sunshine shine on you and 
warm your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, 
so that the stranger may come and 
warm himself at it, 
and also a friend.   Irish blessing 
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Campfire Prayer (1939)

For nights with stars,

For paths to follow

And for hills to climb

For love to cast its glow in deeply 
shadowed places For all the 
fragrant beauties of the spring:

For gay red autumn days when 
fields are golden brown, For 
winter snows and gently falling 
rain,

For all these wonderfully glorious 
things

We thank Thee Lord,

.Amen
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Thank you to Tom Fulton for sharing these lovely little 
vignettes…. 
A four-year-old child, whose next door neighbor was an elderly 
gentleman, who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, 
the little boy went into the old Gentleman's' yard, climbed onto his lap, 
and just sat there. When his mother asked him what he had said to 
the neighbor, the little boy just said, 'Nothing, I just Helped him cry.'  
********************************************* 
Teacher Debbie Moon's first graders were discussing a picture of a 
family. One little boy in the picture had a different hair color than the 
other members. One of her students suggested that he was adopted. 
A little girl said, 'I know all about Adoption, I was adopted..' 
'What does it mean to be adopted?', asked  another child. 'It means', 
said the girl, 'that you grew in your mommy's heart instead of her 
tummy!' 
 ************************ ********************* 
  
On my way home one day, I stopped to watch a Little League base 
ball game that was being played in a park near my home. As I sat 
down behind the bench on the first- base line, I asked one of the boys 
what the score was 'We're behind 14 to nothing,' he answered  
With a smile. 'Really,' I said. 'I have to say you don't look very 
discouraged.' 'Discouraged?', the boy asked with a Puzzled look on 
his face… 'Why should we be discouraged? We haven’t Been up to 
bat yet.' 
 *********************** ********************** 
  
Whenever I'm disappointed with my spot in life, I stop and think about 
little Jamie Scott. Jamie was trying out for a part in the school play. His 
mother told me that he'd set his heart on being in it, though she feared 
he would not be chosen.. On the day the parts were awarded, I went 
with her to collect him after school. Jamie rushed up to her, eyes 
shining with pride and excitement..  'Guess what, Mom,' he shouted, 
and then said those words that will remain a lesson to me....'I've been 
chosen to clap and cheer.' 
 ********************************************* 
    
An eye witness account from New York City , on a cold day in 
December,  some years ago: A little boy, about 10-years-old, was 
standing before a shoe store on the roadway, barefooted, peering 
through the window, and shivering With cold. A lady approached the 
young boy and said, 'My, but you're in such deep thought staring in 
that window!’ 'I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes,' was the 
boy's reply. The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, and 
asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then 
asked if he could give her a basin of water and a towel. He quickly 
brought them to her. She took the little fellow to the back part of the 
store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet, and 
dried them with the towel. By this time, the clerk had returned with the 
socks.. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him a pair of 
shoes.. She tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave them to 
him. She patted him on the head and said, ‘No doubt, you will be more 
comfortable now..’ As she turned to go, the astonished kid 
caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears 
in his eyes, asked her:  'Are you God's wife?' 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Take time this spring to look around you when you are 
walking or doing yard work…God, and God’s 
handiwork is everywhere. 

I find one of the best places, and times, to pray is on a 
walk…tidying up the yard…sitting in the sunshine… 

God hears our prayers wherever we are…whatever we 
are doing…in peace or in pain…in sadness or in 
happiness. Let the beauty around you soothe your 
soul and quiet a troubled heart. God speaks in the bird 
song, in the whisper of a gentle breeze, in the little 
green shoots poking through sun warmed ground, in 
the buzzing of a bee…the chattering of a curious 
squirrel and the laughter of children. Let God enter 
into your day and spend a little time with Him.   

A few other things to take note of… 

Spring Bible Study on Women of the Hebrew 
Scriptures is now full! 

We have some wonderful women sharing in these rich and 
challenging stories of the Hebrew women who walked 
before us and to whom we are linked in so many ways. 
Thank you all for sharing your gifts and your insight - you 
make every Thursday night an adventure and a joy! 

Here is the Zoom link which will remain the same 
throughout the study: 
Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88064422281?
pwd=ZWRLbjE3Ym9YdUVwV0c2aVFnRkVTQT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6442 2281 
Passcode: 621581 

 
Seniors Coffee Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81151849728?
pwd=UHZVZWt0V0U0dUoxOUw1UGM5VndvQT09 
Meeting ID: 811 5184 9728 
Passcode: 946753 

OUR NEXT GATHERING WILL BE MAY 7, AT 3 P.M. 

We are called “Seniors Coffee” but don’t let that fool you - 
we like to be called “Friday Fun and Fellowship” - we are a 
welcoming bunch - sharing our stories and praying with 
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and for each other. No agenda - unless you count lots of 
laughter an agenda.  Come and check us out! 

Friday Night Evening Prayer of the BCP Service of 
Compline 

This quiet and reflective prayer service is led by me, Rev. 
Winna and Father Michael Bruce with the grateful assistance of 
our ZOOM host, Laura French 

Compline Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89324033051?
pwd=QUxCQjBoQW9xdklEWVlVZlVzak52dz09 
Meeting ID: 893 2403 3051 
Passcode: 701044 

Compline is a lovely way to end your day and your week. 
Please consider joining us… 

Starting in June the clergy will be offering TWO morning 
worship services…one at 9:30 a.m. which will be a 
“traditional” service with organ music…and one at 11 a.m. 
which will be a “contemporary” service with the Praise 
Band. We welcome you to join us in one…or two…live 
streamed services every Sunday or catch us later when its a 
more convenient time for you. We will let you know when 
we will be back to “in person” worship but we will still be 
continuing live streaming services. As always we give 
grateful thanks to the generous gifts that Father Michael has 
shared in order to make these live stream services possible. 
Ministry takes on may forms and Michael’s ministry to us is 
making it possible for us to worship together in these 
challenging times.
 

We, the clergy of Immanuel, hold you all in prayer daily…
and we invite you to pray along with us. If you have a 
specific prayer request please let us know so that together, in 
community, we can lift your prayers to the Lord. I invite you 
to send your prayer requests to our Office Manager, Mojgan 
Shirazi, at officemanager@immanuelanglicanregina.ca  
Mojgan is keeping a list for us that will be updated regularly. 
These are some of the prayer requests that I have had this 
week… 
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We pray for healing mercies for: Claude (Saul),Doug O., 
Rick (Allison), Heather, Jan, Kay, Krystal, Leslie, Ruth, 
Shawn, Sheila F. (Tom), Theo, T.J., Trina, Wayne, Linda & 
Lloyd (and family), Bob G., Jessica K., Jackie, Lori, Pat L. 
(Dennis), Keith, Corrine, Declain, Allan, Marion, Greta, Pat, 
Pat B., Phillip, Beth, Gwen R. and family, Jeremy S. and his 
mother Joan, Thereza, George, Joanne Shurvin-Martin and 
family, Elvira Beday and family. We remember in our 
prayers all those who have passed in the peace of Christ 
remembering all those who we hold in our hearts…. 

We pray for Bishop Rob and Lorraine, as they continue this 
new journey into retirement and relocation with family and 
friends in the UK. We pray for comfort and strength in the 
days, weeks and months ahead and may God’s peace 
surround them.  We pray for Dean Mike and Archdeacon 
Catherine and the staff of the Synod Office. For our parish 
of Immanuel - for our wardens Mae Boa and Richard 
Simpson and our new Vestry.   

Please uphold in prayer Deacon Alexander Campbell, his 
wife Muriel, and their family. Alex will be ordained Priest on 
June 12th in St. Paul’s Cathedral. The ordination service 
will be live streamed and the time will be confirmed shortly. 

We pray for our partners at Living Spirit Centre: Pastor 
Stewart Miller (Bread of Life), Rev. Russell Mitchell Walker 
(Eastside United), Pastor Patti Sherk (Bread of Life) and the 
administrative assistants: Cheryl Conly (Living Sprit 
Centre) and Becca Dziaduck (Eastside United). 

Here are your readings for this week…

Collect  

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you riches 
beyond imagination. Pour into our hearts such love toward you, 
that we, loving you above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A Reading from the Book of Acts. While Peter was still 
speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were as- 
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tounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speak- ing in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone with- hold the 
water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days.  

Acts 10.44–48  

Psalm  

Refrain The Lord has made known his salvation. Sing to the 
Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. With his 
right hand and his holy arm has he won for himself the victory. 
R The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness has 
he openly shown in the sight of the nations. He remembers his 
mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, and all the ends of 
the earth have seen the victory of our God. R Shout with joy to 
the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. Sing 
to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. R 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before 
the King, the Lord. Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
the lands and those who dwell therein. R Let the rivers clap 
their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. In righteousness shall he 
judge the world and the peoples with equity. R  

Refrain The Lord has made known his salvation. Psalm 98  

A Reading from the First Letter of John. 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born 
of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By 
this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the 
world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 
Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water 
and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth. 1 John 5.1-6  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’ s commandments and 
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
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I do not call you servants any longer, be- cause the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.”  John 15.9–17  

I leave you with a bit of a smile…thanks again to Tom 
Fulton… 

A little girl in first grade handed in the drawing below for her 
homework assignment... 
...the teacher graded it and the child took it home... 
 
  

!  
 
  
...the child returned to school the next day with the following 
note:  
 
Dear Ms. Davis,  
I want to be perfectly clear on my child's homework illustration.  
It is NOT of me on a dance pole on a stage in a strip joint 
surrounded by male customers with money. 
I work at Home Depot and had commented to my daughter how 
much money we made in the recent snowstorm.  
This is a drawing of me selling a shovel.  
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Harrington 
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HAPPY 
MOTHER’S 
DAY 

The Members of the Ministerial and Their Primary Areas of 
Responsibiity… 

Father Michael Bruce (Fellowship, Prayer and Contemplation, 
Digital Ministries - Team Leader of the Ministerial and Regional 
Dean) 
fr.MBruce@gmail.com 
306-591-1124   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Rev. Winna Martin  (Seniors Ministry, Singles (Divorced, 
Widowed, Singles of all ages), Pastoral Care 
martinwinna@gmail.com 
306-536-4308 (cell) or 306-525-1575 (landline)  DAYS OFF: 
SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Canon Susan Page, Deacon (Pastoral Care, Ecumenism) 
306-537-3946 (cell) spage@sasktel.net 

Deacon Alexander (Alex) Campbell (Indigenous Ministry, Truth 
and Reconciliation *Calls to Action)  
alex.campbell@hotmail.com 

*Until May 30, 2021  Rev. Nancy Yee (Family Ministry, Mission, 
Christian Education) yeen@sasktel.net  

ON LEAVE**Pastor Zsofi Schmiedge
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I hope you are enjoying Around 
the Cross. As editor I am always 
delighted to receive your articles, 
information, pictures, etc. - 
anything you would like to share. 
I do however reserve the right to 
“edit” as appropriate or to not 
publish anything that I deem 
inappropriate. Remember this is 
YOUR Epistle so please send me 
whatever you think our readers 
may enjoy - we would love to 
hear from you!  

God’s richest blessings....Winna+

Loving God, help us make Mother’s Day more meaningful. 
Help us make it a time of generosity through our Mission & Service that 
helps change the lives of families at home and around the world. 
Help us make it even more of a celebration of those extraordinary people 
in our lives we call mom, who are like mothers to us, and to people of all 
genders, as well as trans and non-binary persons who offer mothering 
care. 
Help us make it more supportive of mothers who have lost children, 
children who have lost mothers, women who long to be mothers, and 
those who choose not to be mothers. 
Help us make it more open to those who don’t fit the traditional model of 
family and feel left out during this holiday. 
Help us make it more caring of single moms, new moms, and those 
looking after their moms during the pandemic without the social supports 
that are usually in place. 
Help us make it more aware of those whose mothering responsibilities 
stretch across decades to span a lifetime. 
Help us make it more loving for those who want to draw closer to their 
mother and more healing for those who need to keep a distance. 
Help us make Mother’s Day more, O God. 
More generous…more open…more caring. 
We pray this in your holy name. 
Amen. 
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